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Richard Nixon got elected on a campaign
saying he was for the Silent Majority, which
means those of us who weren’t for him were
outcast in the loud minority, launching whole
decades of divisive politics. And just a few
months afterward, the longest expansion in
American history was gone—history. It was
over.

Now, it’s a pretty warm day, and we’re all
in a good humor, and there’s not a more opti-
mistic person out here by this pool than me.
But I’m telling you, this is the chance of a
lifetime. That’s what you’re here for. Are we
going to take on the big challenges, or go
back to the easy way out? Are we going to
pull together across the lines that divide us
with things like the hate crimes bill and the
employment nondiscrimination bill, or are
we going to go back to ‘‘us’’ and ‘‘them’’ poli-
tics?

I’ve been waiting for 35 years for this to
roll around again—35 years since my country
had a chance to build the future of its dreams
for its children. I’m a Democrat by heritage,
instinct, and conviction. I’m proud of what
we’ve done. But the best is yet to be. You
go out and tell people that, and we’ll win
in November.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
former Mayor Jan Jones of Las Vegas; former Gov.
Bob Miller of Nevada; senatorial candidate Ed
Bernstein; Rory Reid, chair, Nevada State Demo-
cratic Party; Mayor James B. Gibson of Hender-
son, NV; Edward G. Rendell, general chair,
Democratic National Committee; and Janice
Griffin, chair, Women’s Leadership Forum.
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Reporters
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Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi of Japan
The President. I just wanted to say that

I have heard today the sad news that Prime
Minister Obuchi has been hospitalized with
a stroke. He has been a good friend to me
personally, a good friend of the United
States. And he has been a tireless worker to

restore the Japanese economy and to bring
Asia back from its financial crisis.

And I just wanted to say that the thoughts
and prayers of the American people are with
him, his family, and the people of Japan. We
hope for a speedy recovery. And in the mean-
while, we will work with Acting Prime Min-
ister Aoki to maintain the strong relationship
we enjoy.

But I think Prime Minister Obuchi is a
very good man, and I—it’s sad news for all
of us here in America, but we’re pulling for
his recovery, and we will—we will keep our
prayers there.

Thank you very much.
Q. What are you hearing about—about

how he is?
The President. Nothing. I have tried to

get more information, but all I know is that
he’s hospitalized, and the condition was seri-
ous enough to appoint an acting Prime Min-
ister. That may or may not mean anything,
you know. My guess is that they’ll have to
wait a while and assess——

2000 Elections
Q. Mr. President, did you hear—did you

hear Mr. Lazio’s comments today indicating
he might get into the New York Senate race?

The President. No, I have no knowledge
of that.

Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. at
Moffett Field. In his remarks, he referred to Act-
ing Prime Minister Mikio Aoki of Japan. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Reception in Palo Alto, California
April 2, 2000

The President. Thank you very much. I
must say, when Dick was talking about all
those fights we’ve taken on, and I got to
thinking about some more—when I helped
Mexico. The morning we gave them financial
aid, there was a poll in the paper that said,
by 81 to 15, the people thought it was a mis-
take. So he kept talking about that. I thought,
Mr. Gephardt is up there describing a fool,


